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things took a turn for the better. Baghdad was allotted two
Governors in succession, father and son, both of whom seem
at last to have realized that their province need not merely
be treated as a regrettably chosen place of exile, with only
mild pecuniary possibilities to recommend it. The first, Hassan
Pasha, belonged to an army family, and had been brought up
in an atmosphere of officialdom in Istanbul. * He was accord-
ingly quite familiar with the system that had recently grown
up round the throne, of employing Circassian slaves, imported
as children and specially trained, in a kind of hierarchy of
civil servants arranged in companies. Hassan imported the
system to Baghdad, and thus laid the foundations of the so-
called " Mamluk" rule, from the Arabic name applied to
these white slaves. The regime of constantly changing Pashas,
appointed and changed directly by Istanbul, was now over.
For the next hundred and thirty years, the government of
Baghdad was destined to lie in the hands of a practically
independent line of Governors, owing only nominal allegiance
to the capital.'40 The new form of rule brought prosperity
to Baghdad, and sufficient stability to save it from a renewed
Persian threat and dangerous tribal complications.

It will be noticed that, in the last few pages, the story of
Iraq has become practically restricted to the annals of the
city and district of Baghdad. This was necessary because
the remaining vilayets which properly constitute Iraq had
long ago become dissociated from the Central Government, and
their fortunes are too complicated to follow. This was now
changed. When Hassan died, during a campaign against Persia,
he was succeeded by his son Ahmad Pasha, one of the most
competent and progressive governors Baghdad ever Shad ;
and so great did the prestige of the Baghdad Pashalik become
in his day that he was eventually able to recover dominion
over the vilayets of Basrah, Mosul, Kirkuk and even Mardin.

In fact, towards the end of the period of twenty-four years
during which he was in office, Ahmad had increased the size
of the Iraq province even beyond the limits of its modern
frontier. Furthermore, it was tacitly understood among his
contemporaries that his allegiance to the Sultan and Istanbul
depended only upon personal preference and loyalty. ,' Under
Ahmad too the Mamluk system took a firm hold in Baghdad,
The Circassian boy slaves were arranged in schools, and as